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Headteacher’s Awards
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Fergus for completing the Chatting
100, a 40km cycle ride on Isle of
Wight (in memory of a family friend);
Kitty, Lily, Amy, Adam, George,
Summer, Coco, Freddie, Georgie,
Aurelia, Ted and Taylor for their
minute maths;
Sammy, Maddie and Arthur for their
science work on plants;
Thomas for lots of smily faces on
class chart;
Hebe, George, Sam, Jett, Minnie,
Annabel, Daisy, Amy and Jacob for
their Myths and Legend literacy;
Kate, Fergus and Ewan for their
Roald Dahl Day homework;
Kathryn for her writing about rocks,

♦
♦
♦
♦
♦
♦

♦
♦

George, Henry and Amy for neat
handwriting;
Jack for extra work on Egyptians at
home instead of watching tv;
Charlie for his maths work ordering
three digit numbers;
Evelyn, Amy and Alexa for their dragon
slayer descriptive vocab;
Hebe for her column addition;
Alexa, Amy, Annabel, Rohan, Yasmin,
Daisy and Evelyn for their Dragon
Slayer story writing;
Daisy, Reuben, Oscar, Izzak, Jett and
Evelyn for their Science work on rocks;
Lily, Coco and Georgie for their
number bonds.

Ms Hipwell’s Retirement
It is with sadness and regret that we write to inform you that Headteacher Ms Hipwell, has taken the
very difficult decision to retire at the end of this term.
The Governors would like to thank Ms Hipwell for her loyal, enthusiastic and dedicated contribution
made to Wedmore First School Academy for more than 16 years. She will be greatly missed and we
wish her and her husband well for the future.
Mrs Ham will continue in her role as Acting Headteacher, whilst the Governing Body work with Mr Ball,
the Executive Headteacher and the Directors of the Wessex Learning Trust in considering the next
steps. Mr Ball and the Trust will support the school to ensure that it continues to provide outstanding
education and development for your child.
We will, of course, continue to keep you informed as plans are developed.
Derek Logan
Tim Moreman
Chair of Governors
Vice Chair of Governors
New Site Fencing
You will have noticed that the fencing has started to be installed. We anticipate the contractors will be
on site for another week completing the work and we thank everyone for their patience during this
time. Once completed, we will inform you of any necessary information regarding the dropping off and
collection of your children at school.
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School Layby
Please do not park in the layby at the front of the
school when dropping off at the start of the day or
collecting your children at the end of the day, even if
you are late! It is important that we keep the layby
clear for the school transport coaches to access safely
and for the safety of your children.
Data Collection Sheets
Thank you to everyone who has already returned their
data collection form, if you haven’t, please it to the
school office as soon as possible.
If you have made amendments to your mobile or email
address please remember to update your ParentMail
account to ensure you receive communications from the
school.
World Language Day
The whole of Wedmore First School took part in World
Language Day last week, with the children learning lots
about different countries.
The languages and culture of Japan, Kenya, Mexico,
Italy, India, Sri Lanka and France were studied and the
children produced some super work as a result.
Many classes also enjoyed eating some of the speciality
food from their chosen country.
Curry & Quiz Night – Friday 13 October
The PTA are organising a quiz and Table 8 will be
providing the curry on Friday 13 October at the Village
Hall. Get a team of up to 6 people together and come
test your general knowledge! Tickets are £12.50 per
person and available from the school office. Tickets
won't be available on the door!
Open Morning
Will your child be starting school in September 2018?
We will be holding an open morning on Thursday 12
October between 9.30am and 11.30.
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Harvest Service Rehearsal – Years 1 - 4
The rehearsal for the Harvest Service is Tuesday 3
October at St. Mary’s Church, Wedmore. Please bring
children to school for registration, the children will then
walk to the Church. The rehearsal will take approx. one
hour when the children will walk back to school. If any
parents are able to help with walking the children to and
from the church please see your child’s class teacher.
Harvest Service – Years 1 - 4
The Harvest Service for children in years 1 - 4 is on
Thursday 5 October at 9.15am. Please drop your
children directly at the church from 8.45am for
registration at 9.00am. If your child attends Breakfast
club or comes to school on the bus they will be walked
down to the church by members of staff.
The children will walk back to school after the service.
In our endeavor to reduce paper waste, this year we will
trial using electronic programmes, which will be sent to
you via ParentMail on Wednesday.
Harvest Service – Nursery and Reception
The Harvest Service for children in nursery and reception
will take place on Thursday 19 October at 2.15pm in the
school hall. Parents/carers of children in these years are
invited into school to watch the performance.
Harvest Festival Donations
We will be collecting for Joyce the child whose
education we sponsor in Africa and also Cheddar
Foodbank at the Harvest services. If you would like to
make a donation there will be a collection basket to give
any change to Joyce or boxes for food items. The
foodbank are especially looking for sponge puddings,
juice, jam, pasta sauces, milk (long life), ketchup, tinned
spaghetti, fairy liquid, shower gel, toilet rolls, washing
powder. But have plenty of beans and sugar!

INSET Days
We have now confirmed an additional two INSET days
for this academic year. Monday 8 January 2018 and
Friday 25 May 2018. We will confirm the final inset day
as soon as possible.

Healthy Snacks
Please can we remind parents/carers that your child’s
snack should be a healthy snack. This can be a small
savoury sandwich, rice crackers or a piece of fruit or
vegetable. The school and nursery are a ’nut free’ zone
as we have children with severe allergies. In line with
the school’s commitment to promote a healthy diet we
do not allow cakes, biscuits or sugary snacks.

Parent and Family Support Advisers (PFSAs)
We have recently uploaded a document to our website
regarding the work PFSAs do in our school. You can
find this information under the SEND tab in Key
Information

Lunchtime Help
We need lunchtime supervisors.
If you are able to help us please speak to the school
office.
Your child may not be able to play on the school field at
lunchtimes unless we get more help.
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Project Fundraising
Wedmore First School Academy is seeking to improve 'Duck Class' Nursery facilities, in order to enhance the
outdoor element of an Early Years experience. A group is therefore being established to seek out grants
available and apply for funding.
It would also be the intention of this group of parents and volunteers to work towards accessing grants and
funding for improvements to facilities and resources required across the entire school. This would be separate
from the PTA, who run events to raise money to enhance educational experiences and provide opportunities
for parents to socialise.
If you have some experience of Grant/funding applications, or just a willingness to get involved and volunteer
some of your time, please contact Liz Power, via email:lizziewinborn@yahoo.co.uk
Additionally, do you own or work for a business that would be interested in sponsoring projects? This could be
either be via a financial donation or equipment supplies for specific project. Again, if you can help, please
contact Liz Power.
Friday afternoons: Celebration Assembly and Golden Time
For parents new to the school, a brief explanation of our weekly special assembly and Golden Time may be
helpful.
Friday afternoon at 2.15pm finds everyone gathered in the hall for about 20 minutes to celebrate a few of the
good things that have happened in school during that week. Various awards and special mentions are made:
•
•

•
•

Worker of the week – One child from each class is awarded a certificate for working extremely hard
during the week. They also have their photograph displayed in the school foyer for all to see.
Citizen Award – Special mention is made of up to four children from each class who are nominated
each week, usually by the children themselves, following a ‘Circle Time’ discussion in class linked to
our weekly PHSE (Personal, Health and Social Education) theme.
Headteacher’s Award - Children who have visited Mrs Hipwell or Mrs Ham during the week to show
some exceptional work or tell of their good deeds are also congratulated.
‘Gotcha’ Cup – The children are always most excited to find out which team (Comets, Stars, Planets or
Asteroids) has received the most points (‘gotcha’ cards) across the whole school. The outcome is often
different from the individual class results which simply adds to the excitement! The winning team has
their colour ribbon tied on to the cup and it is kept on display by the main office.

Celebration Assembly is followed by ‘Golden Time’ across the school. This is a time (30-45 minutes) of free
choice activities as a reward for good behaviour and work throughout the week.
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